
TW Hya: A group of stars  which on average is about 160 light years from Earth.
 
(Credit: X-ray: NASA/CXC/RIT/J.Kastner et  al; Illustration: NASA/CXC/M.Weiss
 

Caption: A new study of the TW Hya  association suggests that  young stars much less ma ssive  than the
 
Sun can unleash a torrent of X-rays, which can significantly shorten the lifetime of disks surrounding
 
them.  These disks,  as depicted in  this artist’s illustration, are where planets will ultimately form so
 
scientists may have  to revisit the star formation process  and the  early  lives of planets around such faint
 
stars. This  new finding is based  on Chandra observations  of TW Hya, a  sample of which  is seen in the
 
inset, and data from  several other telescopes.
 

Scale: Inset image is 1.23 arcmin across  (about 0.07 light years)
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