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M101
 
the 101st object in astronomer Charles messi
er’s catalog is commonly known as m101 or the 
pinwheel Galaxy. like the milky Way, m101 is a 
spiral galaxy. the most notable features of these 
galaxies are the graceful spiral structures arcing
out from their centers. 

m101 is located at a distance of about 25 mil 
lion light years from earth in the constellation 
ursa major, the “bear.” from the ground, m101 
can be seen just off the handle of the big dipper
with a small telescope or binoculars. 

more at: http://chandra.harvard.edu 

the objects in m101 have a wide variety of ages
ranging from newborn stars to globular clusters 
containing stars that are billions of years old. 

X-rays show superheated material throughout 
m101, while infrared and optical data outline 
the cooler dust and young stars in the spiral
arms of the galaxy. 


